
7A. Transportation Introduction

Although traditionally a residential community, Northglenn’s loca-
tion and proximity to Interstate 25 provides short commutes to the
job centers of the region. Within a 20-minute commute, the Denver
International Airport, downtown Denver, the Interlocken Business
Park, and the Interstate 70 corridor are all easily accessible.

According to the U.S. Census Transportation Planning Package
survey in the year 2000, Northglenn exported approximately 14,000
workers out of the city each day to their places of work. In addition
to that, the survey indicates that the city imports approximately 8,000
workers from other municipalities to fill jobs in the city. is daily
commute for Northglenn residents, along with other commuters trav-
eling into and passing through the city, places a significant congestion
burden on the major thoroughfares of the city. As income generation,
both personal and commercial, is reliant on access to and from em-
ployment areas, the long term success of the city is dependent upon a
balanced transportation system that constantly aims to alleviate road-
way congestion.
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e ongoing struggle against congestion re-
quires communities to balance alternative
modes of transportation against the effortless,
but congestion-causing, use of the single occu-
pancy vehicle. To that end, Northglenn has
been serviced by the Regional Transportation
District’s (RTD) bus system that has two
major transfer stations located in the city and
routes that transect the city both north/south
and east/west along major corridors. In addi-
tion, the North Metro line of RTD’s com-
muter rail project, FasTracks, is slated to have a
station at 112th Avenue in the city. Other sta-
tions in close proximity to the city boundaries
are proposed at 104th Avenue and 124th Av-
enue in the historic hamlet of Eastlake.

Current statistics from the ACS indicate
that 78 percent of workers from Northglenn
drove to work alone in 2007. Eight percent
carpooled, 4 percent took public transporta-
tion and 4 percent used other means. e re-
maining 5 percent worked at home. For those
who commuted to work, it took them on aver-
age 27.6 minutes to get their work destination.
Additionally, in 2007, 4 percent of the house-
holds did not have access to a car, truck or van
for private use. Multi-vehicle households were
common. Forty-one percent had two vehicles
and another 19 percent had three or more.

In cooperation with the Regional Trans-
portation District (RTD) and other surround-
ing communities, the city can offer two
Call-n-Ride programs that provide on-demand
transit service to residents. ese two program
areas cover the geographic area east of Inter-
state 25. e west side of I-25 is not covered
by either program.

e ongoing transportation challenge for
Northglenn’s future will be continued mainte-
nance and management of the city’s trans-
portation network. e proximity to the I-25
corridor is both a blessing and a curse. e
corridor and the arterial network that feeds it
provide premier access to other parts of the re-
gion and commercial development opportuni-
ties for the community. However, that same
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Source: Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG);
U.S. Census Bureau 2000
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proximity requires individuals from outlying communities to use the
city’s network to access the corridor, taxing it and making enhanced

maintenance a routine ritual. e same rela-
tionship holds true for the Regional Trans-
portation District’s FasTracks project.
Commuter rail will afford thousands the op-
portunity to choose alternative modes of trans-
portation and increased mobility. But as
commuters and travelers from other commu-
nities access the station in Northglenn, they
will exact a heavy toll on surrounding infra-
structure. Northglenn’s enhanced commit-
ment to a robust, well-maintained,
easily-accessed transportation network that af-
fords residents mobility will be key to its fu-
ture and ongoing success.

In 1996, Adams County adopted a trans-
portation plan outlining the needs of the area,
including Northglenn. e plan was limited to
the arterial or section line roads and included
full build out in 2020. Northglenn has not
had a transportation plan for decades. e city
may want to consider the creation of a formal-

ized transportation plan to guide future investment in infrastructure.

7B. Transportation Policies and
Strategies

7B1. Policy: Encourage policies and obtain external
funding to promote the maintenance of the existing
transportation system and enhancements to citizen’s access to
the system.

• 7B1.1 Prioritize Capital Improvement Program proj-
ects as related to investments by the private devel-
opment community.

• 7B1.2 Fully participate in DRCOG’s Transportation
Improvement Program.

• 7B1.3 Continue to manage the city’s share of
Adams County Transportation Funds to improve and
maintain the transportation system.

• 7B1.4 Continue to track and apply for other com-
petitive grants and funds as they become available.

• 7B1.5 Consider augmenting current policies for ex-
actions and impact fees to ensure proper transporta-

RTD FasTracks North Metro Corridor
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tion improvements.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Fiscally Responsible Government and
Strong and Competitive Businesses

7B2. Policy: Reduce travel demand throughout the city.

Strategies:
• 7B2.1 Cooperate in regional travel reduction pro-
grams and coordinate with other agencies to tailor
these to land use and transportation conditions
found in the city.

• 7B2.2 Continue to support specific programs such
as carpools, vanpools and design guidelines that im-
prove transit accessibility.

• 7B2.3 Provide the supplementary infrastructure that
allows bicycles and walking to be alternative trans-
portation modes.

• 7B2.4 Generate new primary jobs in the city to re-
duce the amount of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) be-
tween residences and employment.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss::  Liveable Neighborhoods and Homes,
Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facilities

7B3. Policy: Improve public transportation in the city and
make it a higher priority.

Strategies:
• 7B3.1 Work closely with RTD in the development of
the North Metro Line of FasTracks.

• 7B3.2 Work closely with RTD to promote public
transportation services that are more responsive to
the conditions found in suburban communities such
as Northglenn.

• 7B3.3. Work closely with Denver Regional Council of
Governments and RTD to support paratransit service
to individuals, such as the young, elderly and dis-
abled.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facil-
ities, Liveable Neighborhoods and Homes

7B4. Policy: Leverage RTD’s regional investment in the
FasTracks project to provide greater transportation choice to
citizens of the city and greater access to other parts of the
region.  

Strategies:
• 7B4.1  Continue full participation in the North Metro

�
�

Work closely with
RTD to provide
public
transportation
services that are
more responsive to
the conditions
found in suburban
communities such
as Northglenn.

– Strategy 7B2.2
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Environmental Impact Statement process.

• 7B4.2  Create a station area plan for the area sur-
rounding the 112th Avenue and York Street area.

• 7B4.3  Continue participation in the North Area
Transportation Alliance (NATA) to ensure sub-regional
coordination and advocacy.

• 7B4.4  Consider attempts to leverage transporta-
tion improvements to count towards city’s required
2.5% local match for the FasTracks project.

• 7B4.5  Investigate sub-area transit plans and strate-
gic Transit Oriented Development zoning where ap-
plicable.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facil-
ities, Liveable Neighborhoods and Homes

7B5. Policy:  Fully participate in the decision making
process regarding future upgrades to the I-25 corridor.  

• 7B5.1  Consider enhanced participation in the
North I-25 Environmental Impact Statement process.

• 7B5.2 Continue participation in the North Area
Transportation Alliance (NATA) to ensure sub-regional
coordination and advocacy.

• 7B5.3  Representatives of the city of Northglenn,
adjacent cities and Adams County should meet to
develop a coordinated TIP request submittal and co-
ordinated recommendations during TIP policy revi-
sion processes.

• 7B5.4  Continue to work with RTD to provide robust
transit service from the Wagon Road park-n-ride.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Fiscally Responsible Government, Strong
and Competitive Businesses

7B6. Policy: Coordinate city and regional trail systems
through a comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian trail plan.

Strategies:
• 7B6.1 Implement the remaining sections of the
Greenway Trail System Plan.

• 7B6.2 Promote awareness that trails can be used
for alternative modes of transportation in addition to
recreation.

• 7B6.3 The city should work cooperatively to de-
velop coordinated funding requests to Adams
County Open Space, DRCOG and the state trails
program.

�
�

Policy: Obtain
external funding
for transportation
improvements by
cooperating with
the adjacent cities
and Adams
County.

– Strategy 7B9
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RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss::  Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facil-
ities, Liveable Neighborhoods and Homes

7B7. Policy: Coordinate city alternative transportation
systems using comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian design
standards.

Strategies:
• 7B7.1 Where appropriate, accommodate on–
street bike lanes and parallel sidewalks for pedestri-
ans based on conventional design standards

• 7B7.2 All roadway construction projects should
consider bike and pedestrian facilities in their design.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facil-
ities, Liveable Neighborhoods and Homes

7B8. Policy: Coordinate critical capital projects at the
outer boundaries of the city with adjacent municipalities and
Adams County to support a coordinated transportation
system.

Strategies:
• 7B8.1 Continue to  integrate the CIP process into
the city of Northglenn annual budget process.

• 7B8.2 Conduct meetings on an as needed basis
between the city, adjacent municipalities and
Adams County to review individual CIPs as they re-
late to projects at critical geo-political boundaries, to
coordinate construction and funding schedules of
projects, and to identify projects for submittal to the
regional Transportation Improvement Program.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facil-
ities

7B9. Policy: Obtain external funding for transportation
improvements by cooperating with adjacent cities and Adams
County.

Strategies:
• 7B9.1 The city should review and update the trans-
portation element of the Comprehensive Plan as
necessary to maintain consistency with adjacent
cities and Adams County. Updates should be sched-
uled to allow sufficient time to prepare input to
DRCOG’s regional planning process through the
Transportation Improvement Program.

• 7B9.2 Fully participate in DRCOG’s Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) process.
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• 7B9.3 Representatives of the city of Northglenn, ad-
jacent cities and Adams County should meet to de-
velop a coordinated TIP request submittal and
coordinated recommendations during TIP policy revi-
sion processes.

• 7B9.4 The city’s criteria for prioritizing the TIP projects
may include:

• Consistency with the CIP

• Project contribution to the integrity of the
citywide transportation system and imple-
mentation of the corridor plan (in progress)

• Safety

• Congestion

• Project contribution to economic develop-
ment

• 7B9.5  The city should examine ways to coordinate
arterial roadway cross-section design standards with
adjacent cities.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss:: Fiscally Responsible Government, Up-
graded City Infrastructure and Facilities

7B10. Policy: Work cooperatively with Adams County to
pursue methods to finance transportation improvements
identified in the transportation element of the Comprehensive
Plan and ensure that private development pays its fair share of
improvements to the transportation network.

Strategy:
• 7B10.1 Development of road cross sections and ulti-
mate build-out designs for the arterial and collector
road system.

• 7B10.2 Amendments to the Zoning/Subdivision Or-
dinances to require private developments to imple-
ment the transportation element of the
Comprehensive Plan.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss::  Fiscally Responsible Government, Up-
graded City Infrastructure and Facilities

7B11. Policy: Preserve the functional integrity of the city
roadway system through coordinated right-of-way, access and
cross-section guidelines. Acquire right-of-way and regulate
roadway access based on suggestions provided by the draft
corridor plan and the transportation strategies of the
Comprehensive Plan.

Strategies:
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• 7B11.1 Where an approved design exists for road
improvements, the approved design should take
precedence.

• 7B11.2 Where traffic noise is an issue, particularly on
major arterials, mitigation measures such as ade-
quate setbacks, walls, berms and landscaping
should be considered wherever possible.

RReelleevvaanntt  CCiittyy  CCoouunncciill  GGooaallss::  Upgraded City Infrastructure and Facil-
ities, Liveable Neighborhoods and Homes �

�

Work cooperatively
with Adams
County to pursue
methods of finance
transportation ...
and ensure that
private
development pays
its fair share of
improvements to
the transportation
network.

– Policy 7B10


